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THE PELVIS IN OBSTETRICS. By Dr. JuliusJarcho. P. Hoeber,
New York, 1933.
This book represents the first single volume in the English language
dealing with procedures aimed at the accurate measuring of the female pelvis
and the fetal head in utero. Because of the unreliability of the usual external
pelvic measurements the obstetrical studies of recent years have tended to
neglect this fundamental part of obstetrics. Indeed, until the advent of the
Roentgen mensuration of the pelvis no adequate procedure was available to
secure this essential information. Dr. Jarcho's book brings to the attention
of the profession a number of methods and points out their usefulness. His
own experience, however, is chiefly based upon those methods of Roentgen
pelvimetry and cephalometry which have been developed in the Woman's
Clinic of The New Haven Hospital.
Not only does the author point out the advantages of the Roentgen men-
suration of the maternal pelvis and fetal head but he stresses also the use of
Roentgen methods in other points of obstetrical diagnosis. Dr. Jarcho is to
be commended for bringing this timely subject before the medical profession.
The very excellent bibliography which accompanies the text is a notable and
most useful feature. H. THOMS.
A HANDBOOK OF EXPERIMENTAL PATHOLOGY. By George
Wagoner, M.D., Associate inPathology and R. Philip Custer, M.D.,
Associate in Research Pathology, University of Pennsylvania.
Charles C. Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1932.
It is generally conceded that modern pathologic pedagogy has an invalu-
able aid in the experimental method. By this means the emphasis is trans-
ferred from a knowledge of the mere state of diseased tissues to a knowledge
of disease processes. The necropsy table has been and still continues to be
the source of the former; the experimental method is the source of the latter.
The study of the pathogenesis of disease is the prime reason for experimenta-
tion with living animals.
Any effort that is made to aid the student of pathology in the acquisition
of a knowledge of disease processes is to be commended. The authors seem
to be pioneers in such an effort. Where the book is found wanting is in the
emphasis that is placed on the state of diseased tissues rather than on the con-
ditions that bring it about. Thus, for example, the subject of Inflammation
is presented as something separate and apart from the experiments on Cir-
culatory Disturbances. One would thus gather that there is little or no rela-
tionship between edema, hyperemia, thrombosis and infarction with exuda-BOOK REVIEWS 587
tion, hemorrhage and abscess formation. More particularly, serious objection
can justifiably be raised to a method of study which emphasizes the histologic
picture in fixed preparations rather than the observation of lesions in vivo.
An attempt is made by the authors to stimulate thought on the subject
matter under consideration by the inclusion of questions at the end of the
experimental procedures. This purpose is defeated by the fact that the word
"cyes" answers correctly the majority of these interrogations. The source
references, and in general all the references to the literature, are too scant or
unavailable to the reader. All too often does the phrase "Personal Com-
munication" appear in the bibliography.
Many of the faults inherent in this book are those common to most
standard texts of Pathology. Thus, considerable space is devoted to Degener-
ations and Pigmentations, phenomena which are little understood, which do
not lend themselves to experimental reproduction under conditions at all com-
parable to those under which they are found in the human organism, and.
which are best studied anyway in the cadaver. Too many of the experiments
are so complicated technically that they are beyond the ability of the average
student for whom they are designed, and too many require the use of such
large numbers of animals as to preclude them on the basis of departmental
budgetary considerations.
The printing is clear, the paper of good stock, and the binding of the
usual grade of excellence commonly found in books by this publisher.
H. M. ZIMMERMAN.
INTRACRANIAL TUMORS. By Percival Bailey. C. C. Thomas,
Springfield, Ill.
Not many years ago a text-book such as this, devoted to intracranial
tumors, would have had a very limited appeal. To-day there is a rapidly
growing interest in the subject, and happily with increasing frequency the
general practitioner is making diagnoses which only five years ago would have
been impossible for the specialist. That this has been possible is in no small
measure due to the numerous papers and monographs which the author of
this book has published in collaboration with his master, Dr. Cushing. How-
ever, the perusal of these detailed reports and monographs is largely the work
of specialists in this field. It is because of this that the present work is unique
and offers to the medical student and practitioner a concise yet comprehensive
review of our present knowledge of intracranial tumors.
I suspect that this book will be reviewed with a critical eye by the many
specialists in this field who have known the author. However, this work is
not aimed at the specialist and in the preface, it is stated, "I have attempted
to make only a simple and straightforward exposition for the use of the
student," and he might well have added, practitioners of medicine. He